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What Matters in Schools

AQuality teachers

AStrong leadership

AEngaging and enriching curriculum
AAccountability

ATrust among principal, teachers and
parents



What Matters Beyond School

A Low birth-weight and non-genetic prenatal
Influences on children;

A Inadequate medical, dental, and vision care;
A Food insecurity;

A Environmental pollutants;

A Family relations and family stress; and

A Neighborhood characteristics.

Source: Berliner, David C. (2009). Poverty and Potential: Out-of-School Factors and School
Success. Boulder and Tempe: Education and the Public Interest Center & Education Policy
Research Unit. Retrieved [date] from http://epicpolicy.org/publication/poverty-and-potential
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What Matters Beyond School

A Weight at birth

A
A
A
A

_ead poisoning
Hunger and nutrition
Reading to young children

Parent availability and support

A Student mobility
A Parent Participation

Source: Parsing the Achievement Gap: Baselines for Tracking Progress by Paul Barton,

Educational Testing Service. http://www.ets.org/research/pic/parsing.pdf
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What is a Community School?

A community school is both a place and a set of
partnerships between the school and other community
resources. It provides academics, health and social
services, youth and community development, and
community engagement, and brings together many
partners to offer a range of support and opportunities for
children, youth, families, and communities. The school is
generally open for extended hours for everyone in the
community. Community schools may operate in all or a
subset of schools in an LEA. (U.S. Department of
Education, Title | ARRA Uses Guidelines, Sept, 2 2009)
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