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Abstract 

The objective of the study reported here was to collect validity evidence for a proposed writing 
assessment for graduate admissions -- the Graduate Record Examinations (GRE@) Writing Assessment. In 
particular, the objective was to investigate the relationship between student performance on each of two 
exercises being considered for the assessment and several nontest indicators of writing skill and 
achievement, and to thereby establish the degree to which performance on the GRE Writing Assessment is 
related to writing performance in academic settings. A variety of nontest indicators were examined, but a 
particular focus was the quality of students’ course-related writing samples. Two such writing samples 
were collected for each participant in the study, as was considerable information about the nature of these 
samples. These data enabled an estimate of the reliability and generalizabihty of writing samples as a 
validity criterion. The data also permitted an analysis of the conditions and circumstances under which 
performance on course-related writing assignments and performance on the two new writing exercises 
relate to one another, thus facilitating the interpretation of scores derived from the new writing assessment. 
The results revealed modest relationships between performance on the writing assessment essays and 
various nontest indicators of writing ability. Performance on the GRE Writing Assessment exhibited the 
strongest relationship with course-related writing samples, arguably the most compelling of the nontest 
indicators. There was no indication that the relationship between the essays and course-related writing 
samples may depend on particular characteristics of the sample. 
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TABLE 5 

Correlations Among Reader-, Professor- and Student-Assigned Grades on Course-Related Writing Samples 

M SD 

1. Reader grade on: 
(a) sample X 
(b) sample Y 

2. Professor grade on: 
(a) sample X 
(b) sample Y 

3.8 1.2 
3.5 1.1 . 4 0 4  

Low agreement 
between readers 
and m-ofessors. 

4.9 0.9 
4.5 1.2 

.17 .ll 

.15 .13 

3. Student assessment of 
(a) sample X 5.0 0.8 
(b) sample Y 4.6 1.0 

Low agreement Moderately good 
between readers agreement between 

quality of the two 

and students. students and professors. 

N-. Readers made their evaluations on a 1 - 6 scale. Professors and students used a 1 - 6 scale, 
ranging from 1 = C or less to 6 = A+. N = 1933 for sample X and 1918 for sample Y. 
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TABLE 10 

Performance on GRE Essays (One Issue plus One Argument) versus Pert?ormance on Nontest Indicators 

Indicator 

GRE Essay Score Level* 

1.5* 2.5 3.25 4.0 4.75 5.5 
n 40 133 280 257 140 38 

Sample X M 3.3 3.4 3.7 4.0 4.4 4.7 
sd 1.0 1.3 1.1 1.0 1.0 1.0 

%5or6 10 23 22 31 42 69 

Sample Y M 
sd 

% 5 or 6 

GPA in writing courses M 4.9 5.3 5.5 5.9 6.1 6.6 
sd 1.0 1.1 1.1 1.0 1.0 0.7 

% A+ 5 15 21 30 42 67 

GPA overall M 4.7 5.1 5.2 5.4 5.6 6.1 
sd 1.4 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.1 0.9 

%A+ 9 15 16 21 22 41 

GPA in major , M 5.2 5.6 5.6 5.7 5.9 6.2 
sd 1.3 1.2 1.1 1.2 1.1 1.1 

%A+ 21 28 24 31 32 50 

Self-comparison with peers M 
sd 

% above average 

Success with writing process M 

sd 

Success with various u ofwriting M 3.6 3.7 3.8 3.9 4.0 4.2 
sd 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.4 

Accomplishments in writing M 

zl 

2.7 3.2 3.5 3.7 4.0 4.2 
1.1 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.1 
5 8 16 23 27 37 

3.2 3.6 3.7 3.9 4.1 4.2 
0.7 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.7 
30 58 64 76 81 86 

3.7 3.8 3.9 4.0 4.1 4.3 
0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.4 

2.0 2,2 1.6 1.8 2.3 2.5 
2.4 2.0 1.6 1.6 1.9 1.9 

*Score levels represent the midpoint of score ranges. Scores assigned by four readers (two per essay) were 
summed, ranges established, and midpoints specified. For example, the level “1.5” represents the 4 - 8 total 
score range (i.e., 6 + 4). 
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TABLE 11 

Correlations of GRE Essays with Quality of Writing Samples by Characteristics of Samples 

1 Issue and 

Characteristic of 1 Argument Essay 
Writing Sample Sample X Sample Y 

2 Issue Essays 2 Argument Essays 
Sample X Sample Y Sample X Sample Y 

Kind of sample: 

Essay 

Research paper 

Report of experiment 

Case study 

Literature review 

Book review 

Proposal 

Other 

Multiple 

Lomtion: 
In class .47 .25 .47 .31 .07 .29 

Outside class .30 .30 .31 .28 .26 .33 

when wrimxl: : 

Written past month 

l- 12 months ago 

More than 1 year ago 

Two hours or less .35 .31 .30 .36 .30 .29 
3-9 hours .31 .30 .32 .22 .27 .36 
10 or more hours .30 .36 .42 .27 .14 .43 

Little .34 .31 .42 .35 .29 .34 

Some .36 .31 .31 .33 .36 .44 

Moderate .45 .36 .32 .23 .23 .28 

Substantial .20 .35 .21 .23 .19 .33 

Little .22 .29 .34 .36 .28 .30 

Some .39 .34 .31 .21 .23 .36 
Moderate .32 .24 .35 .30 .18 .32 
Substantial .34 .34 .27 .24 .37 .32 

.42 .43 .40 .21 .24 .32 

.27 .32 .21 .34 .24 .41 

.27 .21 .39 .40 .54 .04 

.21 .30 .33 -.02 .37 .29 

.17 .29 .41 .34 .28 .28 

.28 .17 .28 .45 .43 .26 

.37 .25 .14 -.34 .66 .34 

.24 .20 .51 .30 .21 .37 

.29 .39 .29 .34 .02 .43 

.34 .31 .37 .29 .21 .50 

.28 .32 .27 .27 .23 .22 

.36 .29 .37 .31 .37 .30 

Table continued on next page 

3.5 



TABLE 11 (continued) 

1 Issue and 

Characteristic of 
Writing Sample 

1 Argument Essay 
Sample X Sample Y 

2 Issue Essays 
Sample X Sample Y 

2 Argument Essays 
Sample X Sample Y 

Amount of consideration of 
various perspectives: 
Little 
Some 
Moderate 
Substantial 

Amount of argnment or 
evidence required: 
Little 
Some 
Moderate 
Substantial 

Amount of critique/analysis 
of an argument?position: 
Little 
Some 
Moderate 
Substantial 

Grade received: ’ 

A+ 
A (or A-) 
B+ 
B (or B-) 
c+ 
C or less 

EfFect an GO&X grade: 
Little .24 .23 *43 .27 .43 .28 
Some .26 .24 .26 .27 .28 .38 
Moderate .39 .34 .35 .29 .22 .32 
Substantial .29 .34 .26 .37 .26 .42 

Grade based on contenti 
substance 
Little 
Some 
Moderate 
Substantial 

.32 .18 .38 .37 .25 .27 

.36 .23 .22 .17 .23 .33 

.30 .40 .41 .27 .18 .36 

.27 .43 .25 .34 .37 .37 

.22 .26 .31 .17 .14 .28 

.35 .24 .I8 .13 .23 .40 

.33 .30 .42 .45 .26 .24 

.29 .33 .23 .27 .23 .32 

.32 .25 .33 .34 

.42 .33 .35 .ll 

.24 .52 .25 .35 

.29 .24 .29 .32 

.37 .28 

.05 .39 

.12 -42 

.31 *30 

.21 .41 

.32 .30 

.33 .40 

.37 .29 
- - 
- - 

.29 .37 

.32 .27 

.32 .33 

.18 .25 
- - 
- - 

.22 .26 
-24 .31 
-07 .27 
.lO .07 
- - 
- - 

.39 .12 .28 .34 .36 .53 

.47 .34 .36 .30 .25 .35 

.25 .29 .28 .41 .22 .26 

.28 .31 .26 .14 .24 .30 

Table continued on next page 
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TABLE 11 (continued) 

1 Issue and 

Characteristic of 
Writing Sample 

1 Argument Essay 
Sarnnle X Samule Y 

I I - 

Grade based on 
characteristics uf writing: 

2 Issue Essays 
Sample X Sample Y 

2 Argument Essays 
Sample X Sample Y 

Little 

Some 

Moderate 

Substantial 

Topic chwen by: 
Student 

Instructor 

Jointly 

Amount of help drafting: 
Little or none 

Moderate or substantial 

Amount of help editing: 
Little or none 

Moderate or substantial 

Estimated length: 

500 words or less .29 .25 .26 .33 .39 .28 
501 - 1,000 words .27 .21 .14 .16 .25 .22 
More than 1,000 words .23 .25 .28 .13 .ll .26 

Undergraduate major of 
writer:. ‘.I : 

Natural Sciences 

Engineering 

Social Sciences 

Humanities 

Education 

Business 

,’ 

.29 .21 .33 .30 .17 .31 

.35 .25 .40 .35 .38 .39 

.27 .39 .27 .20 .36 .37 

.38 .34 .31 .37 .13 .28 

.31 .31 .34 .35 .27 .42 

.34 .31 .24 .18 .20 .26 

.35 .27 .46 .31 .36 .17 

.29 .29 .30 .26 .25 .30 

.39 .29 .42 .32 .31 .45 

.31 .31 .34 .26 26 .30 

.30 .26 .36 .43 .25 .32 

.28 

.37 

.34 

.29 

.41 

.32 

.31 .18 .34 .I8 .32 

.30 .46 .38 .48 .36 

.34 .38 .19 .24 .20 

.17 .19 .34 .27 .43 

.22 -.02 .Ol .40 .I3 

.43 .26 .ll .20 .33 

.29 .61 .20 .22 .33 Other .27 

NA. Ns for the ArgumentiIssue, two Issue, and two Argument combinations were 847, 458, and 428, 
respectively. us on which correlations are based for each of the three combinations ranged from a low of 4 1, 
17, and 19 for essays written in class to 791, 434, and 400 for essays written outside of class. Ns for specific 
categories can be estimated from Table 3. 
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T A B L E  1 2  

H i e r a r c h i c a l  R e g r e s s i o n  S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  A n a l y s e s  R e v e a l i n g  a S i g n i f i c a n t  I n t e r a c t i o n  E f f e c t  

G r o u p / I n d i c a t o r  

G R E  E s s a y  I n d e p e n d e n t  C u m u l a t i v e  I n c r e a s e  
C o m b i n a t i o n  V a r i a b l e s  R Z  i n  R 2  F d f  

G e n d e r  

G P A  i n  w r i t i n g  c o u r s e s  2 I s s u e  e s s a y s  

S u c c e s s  w i t h  v a r i o u s  m o f  w r i t i n g  2 I s s u e  e s s a y s  

E t h m c i t v  

S u c c e s s  w i t h  w r i t i n g  p r o c e s s  1 I s s u e / l  A r g .  

S u c c e s s  w i t h  v a r i o u s  m o f  w r i t i n g  1 I s s u e / l  A r g .  

S e l f - c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  p e e r s  2 A r g .  e s s a y s  

A c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  i n  w r i t i n g  1 I s s u e / l  A r g .  

W r i t i n g  s a m p l e  2 I s s u e  e s s a y s  

W r i t i n g  S a m p l e  2 A r g .  e s s a y s  

1 .  E s s a y  s c o r e  ( E S )  

2 .  E S ,  g e n d e r  

3 .  E S ,  g e n d e r ,  E S  x g e n d e r  

1 .  E s s a y  s c o r e  ( E S )  

2 .  E S ,  g e n d e r  

3 .  E S ,  g e n d e r ,  E S  x g e n d e r  

1 .  E s s a y  s c o r e  ( E S )  

2 .  E S ,  g e n d e r  

3 .  E S ,  g e n d e r ,  E S  x g e n d e r  

1 .  E s s a y  s c o r e  ( E S )  

2 .  E S ,  g e n d e r  

3 .  E S ,  g e n d e r ,  E S  x g e n d e r  

1 .  E s s a y  s c o r e  ( E S )  

2 .  E S ,  g e n d e r  

3 .  E S ,  g e n d e r ,  E S  x g e n d e r  

1 .  E s s a y  s c o r e  ( E S )  

2 .  E S ,  g e n d e r  

3 .  E S ,  g e n d e r ,  E S  x g e n d e r  

1 .  E s s a y  s c o r e  ( E S )  

2 .  E S ,  g e n d e r  

3 .  E S ,  g e n d e r ,  E S  x g e n d e r  

1 .  E s s a y  s c o r e  ( E S )  

2 .  E S ,  g e n d e r  

3 .  E S ,  g e n d e r ,  E S  x g e n d e r  

. 0 7  . 0 7  

. O S  . 0 2  

. l O  . O l  

. 0 8  . 0 8  

. 0 9  . O l  

. l O  . O l  

. 0 4  . 0 4  

. 0 8  . 0 3  

. 0 9  . O l  

. 0 7  . 0 7  

. l l  . 0 4  

. 1 4  . 0 3  

. 0 2  . 0 2  

. 0 2  . O l  

. 0 5  . 0 3  

. o o  . o o  

. 0 3  . 0 3  

. 0 4  . 0 2  

. 1 4  . 1 4  

. 1 8  . 0 4  

. 2 0  . 0 2  

. 1 2  . 1 2  

. 1 3  . O l  

. 1 6  . 0 4  

3 0 . 3 * * *  

8 . 2 * *  

5 . 2 *  

3 8 . 6 * * *  

2 . 9  

4 . 6 *  

1, 425 

1, 424 

1, 423 

1, 425 

1, 424 

1, 423 

1 9 . 7 * * *  1, 790 

5 . 3 * * *  4, 786 

2 . 5 *  4, 782 

5 7 . 4 * * *  1, 790 

9 . 0 * * *  4, 786 

6 . 9 * * *  4, 782 

7 . 0 * *  1, 398 

0 . 8  4, 394 

2 . 9 *  4, 390 

1 . 9  1, 790 

5 . 4 * * *  4, 786 

3 . 0 *  4, 782 

6 7 . 2 * *  I, 425 

5 . 8 * * *  4, 421 

2 . 5 *  4, 417 

5 3 . 2 * * *  1, 398 

0 . 9  4, 394 

4 . 0 * *  4, 390 

T a b l e  c o n t i n u e d  o n  n e x t  p a g e  



TABLE 12 (continued) 

Group/Indicator 

GRE Essay Independent 
Combination Variables 

Cumulative Increase 
RZ in R2 F df 

English best lamzuage 

Accomplishments in writing 2 Issue essays 1. Essay score (ES) .Ol .Ol 5.2* 1, 425 

2. ES, gender .Ol .oo 0.7 1, 424 

3. ES, gender, ES x gender .03 .Ol 6.3* 1, 423 

Undergraduate maior 

Accomplishments in writing 2 Issue essays 1. Essay score (ES) .Ol .Ol 5.2* 1, 425 

2. ES, gender .07 .06 4.5*** 6, 419 

3. ES, gender, ES x gender .lO .03 2.4* 6, 413 

*p c.05, **p c.01, ***p c.001. 



TABLE 13 

Increase in R2 from Interaction Terms in a Hierarchical Regression Analysis 

Group/Indicator 

1 Issue/ 
1 Argument 

Essay 
2 Issue 
Essays 

2 Argument 
Essays 

Gender 

GPA in writing courses .oo 
Success with writing process .oo 
Success with various m of writing .oo 
Self-comparison with peers .oo 
Accomplishments in writing .oo 
Writing samples .oo 

Ethnicity 

GPA in writing courses 

Success with writing process 

Success with various w of writing 

Self-comparison with peers 

Accomplishments in writing 

Writing samples 

.Ol 

.01* 

.03*** 

.Ol 

.02* 

.Ol 

English best language 

GPA in writing courses 

Success with writing process 

Success with various m of writing 

Self-comparison with peers 

Accomplishments in writing 

Writing samples 

.oo 

.oo 

.oo 

.oo 

.oo 

.oo 

Undergraduate mai or 

GPA in writing courses 

Success with writing process 

Success with various m of writing 

Self-comparison with peers 

Accomplishments in writing 

Writing samples 

.Ol 

.oo 

.oo 

.Ol 

.Ol 

.oo 

,01* 

.oo 

.01* 

.oo 

.Ol 

.oo 

.oo 

.Ol 

.Ol 

.Ol 

.Ol 

.02* 

.oo 

.oo 

.oo 

.oo 

.01* 

.oo 

.02 

.oo 

.Ol 

.Ol 

.03* 

.02 

.oo 

.oo 

.oo 

.oo 

.oo 

.Ol 

.Ol 

.Ol 

.Ol 

.03* 

.Ol 

.04** 

.oo 

.oo 

.oo 

.Ol 

.oo 

.oo 

.Ol 

.Ol 

.Ol 

.Ol 

.Ol 

.02 

*p C.05, **p C.01, ***p COO1 
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TABLE 14 

Performance on GRE Essays (One Issue plus One Argument) versus 
Performance on Nontest Indicators for Men and Women 

GRE Essay Score Level* 
1,5* 2.5 3.25 4.0 4.75 5.5 

Sample x 

Male 3.2 

Female 3 7 

Sample Y 

Male 2.7 

Female 2.8 

GPA in writing courses 

Male 4.5 

Female 5.2 

GPA overaIl 

Male 4.7 

Female 4.7 

GFA in major 

Male 5.1 

Female 5.3 
SeIkomparison with peers 

Male 3.3 

Female 3.1 

Success with writing~process 

Male 3.6 

Female 3.8 

Success with mricws &&gZ.(g of 

Wrih#j 

Male 3.5 

Female 3.6 

Accomplishments in writing 

Male 2.4 

Female 1.7 

SampIe x 

Sample Y 

Male 14 

Female 5 

Male 10 

Female 0 

3.6 

3.3 

3.2 

3.2 

5.3 

5.3 

5.2 

5.0 

5.6 

5.6 

3.6 

3.6 

3.8 

3.8 

3.6 

3.7 

2.2 

2.2 

22 

22 

10 

7 

Means 

3.8 4.0 

3.6 4.0 

3.6 3.9 

3.4 3.6 

5.5 5.9 

5.5 5.9 

5.4 5.5 

5.0 5.3 

5.8 5.8 

5.4 5.6 

3.9 4.0 

3.6 3.9 

3.8 3.9 

3.9 4.0 

3.7 3.9 

3.9 3.9 

1.7 1.8 

1.5 I.8 

Percent 5 or 6 

4.3 4.6 

4.5 4.7 

4.0 4.1 

3.9 4.2 

6.1 6.6 

6.1 6.5 

5.6 6.1 

5.6 6.1 

5.9 

5.8 

4.3 

3.9 

6.0 

6.3 

4.3 

4.2 

4.1 

4.1 

4.4 

4.3 

4.1 4.2 

3.9 4.2 

2.2 2.9 

2.3 2.2 

31 37 36 67 

15 27 46 70 

20 31 34 36 

14 20 23 38 

Table continued on next page 
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TABLE 14 (continued) 

GRE Essay Score Level* 
1.5* 2.5 3.25 4.0 4.75 5.5 

GPA in writing courses ’ 

GPA overall 

GPA in major 

Seif-compjkson with peers 

Male 5 
Female 5 

Male 9 
Female 10 

Male 17 
Female 26 

17 19 32 41 
13 22 29 42 

15 19 29 20 
14 13 16 23 

25 29 36 37 
28 20 29 29 

Percent Above Averape 

Male 35 59 76 80 88 
Female 25 57 56 74 77 

Percent A+ 

67 
67 

40 
41 

50 
50 

88 
86 

*Score levels represent the midpoint of score ranges. 
m. Figures are based on 354 males and 532 females. Ns by GRE essay score level 
(1.5 to 5.5, respectively) are as follows: 

Male: 20, 55, 118, 87, 58, and 16 
Female: 20, 77, 160, 170, 82, and 22 
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TABLE 15 

P e r f o r m a n c e  on G R E  E s s a y s  (One I ssue  plus O n e  Argument) versus 
P e r f o r m a n c e  on N o n t e s t  I n d i c a t o r s  by Ethnicity 

S a m p l e  X  

S a m p l e  Y  

G P A  in w r i t i n g  c o u r s e s  

G F A  o v e r a l l  

G P A  in major 

Self-comparison with peers  

G R E  Essay Score L e v e l *  
1.5* 2 . 5  3.25 4 . 0  4.75 5 . 5  

White 4.2 3.9 4 . 0  4 . 0  4 . 4  

Black 3.2 3.2 3 . 4  3 . 7  4 . 1  

Asian 3.1 2.9 3 . 5  4 . 0  4 . 6  

Hispanic 3.0 3.0 3 . 7  4 . 1  4 . 0  

Other 3.0 4.0 3 . 2  4 . 3  4 . 6  

White 3.2 3.3 

Black 3.1 3.2 

Asian 2.2 2.9 

Hispanic 2.0 3.4 

Other 3.0 3.9 

White 4 . 8  5 . 0  

Black 4.7 5.5 

Asian 5.1 5.5 

Hispanic 4.0 5.0 

Other 6.0 5.5 

White 4.0 4.7 

Black 4 . 1  4 . 8  

Asian 5.6 5.9 

Hispanic 3.5 4.0 

Other 6.0 5.2 

White 4.4 5.4 

Black 4.6 5.2 

Asian 5.9 6.2 

Hispanic 5.0 5.0 

Other 6.0 5.6 

White 3.6 3.5 

Black 3.3 3.9 

Asian 3.2 3.5 

Hispanic 2 . 5  3 . 6  

Other 3.0 3.7 

Means 

3.7 3.7 

3 . 1  3 . 6  

3 . 5  3 . 8  

3 . 3  4 . 1  

3 . 2  3 . 6  

5 . 5  5 . 9  

5.5 5.7 

5 . 5  6 . 0  

5 . 3  6 . 2  

5 . 7  6 . 2  

5 . 2  5 . 4  

4 . 9  5 . 0  

5 . 4  5 . 6  

5 . 3  5 . 4  

4 . 7  5 . 3  

5 . 6  5 . 7  

5 . 2  5 . 0  

6 . 0  5 . 9  

5 . 5  6 . 2  

5 . 4  6 . 1  

3 . 7  3 . 9  

3 . 9  3 . 7  

3 . 5  3 . 9  

3 . 4  3 . 7  

4 . 1  4 . 4  

4 . 7  

3 . 5  

4 . 0  

5 . 5  

4 . 0  

3 . 4  

3 . 9  

4 . 0  

4 . 4  

4 . 3  
-  

3 . 7  

3 . 0  

3 . 5  

6 . 1  6 . 6  

5 . 5  -  

6 . 3  6 . 3  

5 . 7  -  

6 . 4  6 . 0  

5 . 6  

4 . 8  

5 . 9  

4 . 7  

5 . 6  

6 . 1  
-  

6 . 3  

5 . 5  

5 . 9  6 . 3  

5 . 0  -  

5 . 9  6 . 7  

5 . 7  3 . 0  

6 . 0  5 . 0  

4 . 1  4 . 3  

3 . 8  -  

3 . 9  4 . 3  

3 . 7  3 . 0  

4 . 4  3 . 5  

Table continued on next page 
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TABLE 15 (continued) 

GRE Essay Score Level* 
lS* 2.5 3.25 4.0 4.75 5.5 

Success with wrjting mm& 
Means 

White 3.8 3.7 3.8 4.0 4.0 4.4 
Black 3.7 4.1 4.1 3.9 3.9 - 
Asian 3.7 3.8 3.7 3.8 4.2 4.2 

Hispanic 3.0 3.4 3.9 4.3 4.2 3.7 
Other 3.7 3.7 3.8 3.9 4.5 3.8 

White 3.8 3.5 3.8 3.9 4.0 4.3 
Black 3.7 4.1 4.0 3.9 3.8 - 
Asian 3.4 3.6 3.5 3.8 4.0 4.2 

Hispanic 2.8 3.2 3.7 4.2 4.0 3.7 
Other 3.9 3.4 3.8 4.1 4.5 4.0 

White 1.2 1.6 1.3 1.7 2.3 2.6 
Black 2.0 2.4 1.6 2.0 2.4 - 
Asian 2.1 3.0 2.2 1.8 2.8 2.3 

Hispanic 2.5 1.4 1.8 3.3 1.7 0.0 
Other 4.0 2.0 1.1 1.7 1.0 1.5 

Percent 5 or 6 
” :’ .%$&@I6 5, .,I’ :.;::;.; ; ,,‘i,; I ,,; :.’ ” 

.‘:““’ 
White 60 34 27 32 42 70 
Black 6 21 17 17 33 - 
Asian 0 11 16 32 50 50 

Hispanic 0 0 22 22 0 0 
Other 0 33 9 56 60 100 

&&& 9,; ., .:..: ;,‘: ; !;;.‘I :.y ;y : ;,: 

White 0 9 22 24 29 38 
Black 12 3 9 17 0 - 
Asian 0 8 19 23 29 33 

Hispanic 0 20 0 44 33 0 
Other 0 11 11 12 40 50 

Table continued on next page 
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TABLE 15 (continued) 

GRE Essay Score Level* 
1.5* 2.5 3.25 4.0 4.75 5.5 

GPA in writing courses 

White 0 12 20 28 41 68 

Black 6 21 23 24 25 - 

Asian 6 16 21 39 50 67 

Hispanic 0 0 17 44 50 0 

Other 0 12 20 44 60 50 

White 0 11 17 16 22 41 

Black 6 6 12 12 8 - 

Asian 18 28 23 40 36 33 

Hispanic 0 0 11 22 0 0 

Other 0 22 0 44 40 50 

GPA in majvr 

White 0 29 22 30 35 50 

Black 12 14 13 12 0 - 

Asian 41 41 38 46 50 67 

Hispanic 0 0 33 44 25 0 

Other 0 25 18 44 20 50 

Percent A+ 

Self-cumparisonwith peers 

Percent Above Average 

White 40 45 67 81 85 

Black 33 75 71 56 73 

Asian 29 51 52 69 71 

Hispanic 0 80 47 56 50 

Other 0 67 80 100 80 

91 
- 

100 

0 

50 

*Score levels represent the midpoint of score ranges. 
m. Figures are based on 490 White, 170 Black, 167 Asian, 39 Hispanic, and 37 
other participants. Ns by GRE essay score level (1.5 to 5.5, respectively) are as 
follows: 

White: 5,44, 132, 167, 105, and 32 
Black: 15, 36, 69, 34, 11, and 0 
Asian: 17, 39, 52, 39, 14, and 3 
Hispanic: 2, 4, 18, 9, 3, and 1 
Other: 1, 9, 10, 8, 5, and 2 
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TABLE 16 

Performance on GRE Essays (One Issue plus One Argument) versus 
Performance on Nontest Indicators by Language 

Sample x 

Sampie Y 

GPA in writing Gourses 

Gl’A overall 

GPA in major 

Self-comparison with peers, 

$uiceis ii& ik&#JiS lcj$$i& of 

“: M$&lg 
: 

Accomplishments in kiting 

GRE Essay Score Level* 
1.5* 2.5 3.25 4.0 4.75 5.5 

English 3.4 3.5 
Other 2.9 3.2 

English 2.9 3.2 
Other 2.4 3.2 

English 4.9 5.2 
Other 4.9 5.6 

English 4.3 4.9 
Other 5.5 5.8 

English 5.0 5.4 
Other 5.6 6.2 

English 3.3 3.7 
Other 3.1 3.3 

English 3.8 3.8 
Other 3.5 3.8 

English 3.7 3.7 
Other 3.3 3.7 

English 1.6 2.1 
Other 2.8 2.5 

Means 

3.7 4.0 
3.5 4.0 

4.4 
4.3 

4.7 
4.0 

3.5 3.7 
3.6 3.5 

5.5 5.9 
5.5 5.9 

5.1 5.4 
5.5 5.4 

3.9 4.2 
4.0 4.0 

6.1 6.5 
6.1 7.0 

5.5 6.1 
6.0 7.0 

5.5 5.6 5.8 6.1 
5.8 6.0 5.9 7.0 

3.7 3.9 4.1 4.2 
3.5 3.6 4.1 - 

3.9 4.0 4.1 4.3 
3.7 3.8 4.1 4.7 

3.8 3.9 4.0 4.2 
3.6 3.7 4.0 4.1 

1.6 1.8 2.3 2.5 
1.6 1.9 2.3 4.0 

Table continued on next page 



T A B L E  16 ( c o n t i n u e d )  

S a m p l e  x  
E n g l i s h  15 23 23 31 

Other 0 20 16 27 

Sample Y 

E n g l i s h  8 7 15 23 

Other 0 10 22 24 

G P A  m w r i t i n g  c o u r s e s  
E n g l i s h  7 13 22 30 

Other 0 22 12 32 

G F A  o v e r a l l  

E n g l i s h  3 11 15 20 

O t h e r  21 27 23 20 

G P A  in m a j o r  

E n g l i s h  14 20 22 29 

O t h e r  36 50 31 46 

G R E  E s s a y  S c o r e  Level* 
1 . 5 *  2 . 5  3 . 2 5  4 . 0  4.75 5.5 

Self+xmparisorrwith p e e r s  

E n g l i s h  30 61 66 76 82 87 

O t h e r  31 47 55 72 79 0 

P e r c e n t  5 or 6 

P e r c e n t  A+ 

43 71 

35 0 

26 38 

35 0 

40 66 

53 1 0 0  

19 39 

42 1 0 0  

30 49 

47 1 0 0  

P e r c e n t  A b o v e  A v e r a g e  

*Score levels r e p r e s e n t  t h e  m i d p o i n t  of s c o r e  r a n g e s .  
m. F i g u r e s  a r e  b a s e d  on 7 6 2  participants w h o s e  b e s t  l a n g u a g e  w a s  E n g l i s h  a n d  1 4 2  
w h o s e  b e s t  l a n g u a g e  w a s  o t h e r  t h a n  E n g l i s h .  & by G R E  e s s a y  s c o r e  l e v e l  ( 1 . 5  to 5 . 5 ,  
r e s p e c t i v e l y )  a r e  as f o l l o w s :  

E n g l i s h :  2 7 ,  1 0 1 ,  2 3 7 ,  2 2 7 ,  1 2 1 ,  a n d  37 
Other: 1 3 ,  3 2 ,  4 4 ,  3 0 ,  1 9 ,  a n d  1 
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TABLE 17 

Performance on GRE Essays (One Issue plus One Argument) versus 
Performance on Nontest Indicators by Major 

SanqleX: ,’ ,. 

Sample Y 

” .: 
GPA in witmgcourses. : 

GPA overall ‘. 

GRE Essay Score Level* 
1.5* 2.5 3.25 4.0 4.75 5.5 

Means 

Natural Science 3.6 3.7 3.7 4.1 4.7 4.4 
Engineering 2.7 3.6 3.8 3.9 4.1 5.5 

Social Science 3.4 3.5 3.6 4.0 4.3 4.7 
Humanities 3.7 3.8 4.0 4.2 4.6 4.9 

Education - 3.0 3.6 4.0 4,3 4.0 
Business 2.5 3.4 3.5 3.7 4.2 5.5 

Other 3.5 2.8 3.7 3.7 4.1 4.3 

Natural Science 2.6 3.4 3.5 3.7 4.0 3.9 
Engineering 2.3 2.8 3.4 3.7 3.7 4.0 

Social Science 2.8 3.4 3.5 3.7 4.4 3.8 
Humanities 4.0 4.0 3.6 3.7 4.0 4.9 

Education - 3.5 3.6 3.9 3.9 4.0 
Business 2.7 2.9 3.0 3.6 3.7 4.7 

Other 3.0 2.8 3.7 3.6 3.7 4.3 

Natural Science 5 1 5.2 5.5 6.0 5.7 6.4 
Engineering 4.5 5.9 5.6 6.1 6.3 7.0 

Social Science 4.9 5.2 5.5 5.7 6.3 6.3 
Humanities 3.7 5.6 5.4 6.0 6.3 6.8 

Education - 5.3 5.6 5.9 6.1 7.0 
Business 5.0 5.0 5.7 5.8 5.6 7.0 

Other 4.2 5.5 5.6 5.9 5.9 6.7 

Natural Science 5.0 5.0 5.2 5.5 5.4 6.0 
Engineering 5.6 6.0 5.2 5.6 5.9 6.5 

Social Science 4.4 5.0 5.1 5.2 5.7 6.0 
Humanities 3.0 5 .O 5.0 5.8 5.6 6.1 

Education - 5.0 5.1 5.1 5.6 5.0 
Business 4.5 4.8 5.2 4.8 5.6 7.0 

Other 3.7 4.8 5.2 5.3 5.3 6.0 

Table continued on next page 
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TABLE 17 (continued) 

GRE Essay Score Level* 
1.5* 2.5 3.25 4.0 4.75 5.5 

GPA m major 

Se~fkomparison with 
peers 

&xc& with writing 

&W?ESS 

Natural Science 5.1 5.5 

Engineering 5.6 6.2 

Social Science 4.9 5.7 

Humanities 3.7 5.6 

Education - 5.7 

Business 5.2 5.4 

Other 5.7 5.3 

Natural Science 3.1 3.6 

Engineering 3.1 3.6 

Social Science 3 I 3.6 

Humanities 3.3 3.8 

Education - 3.4 

Business 3.0 3.6 

Other 3.2 3.8 

Natural Science 3.8 3.9 

Engineering 3.5 3.9 

Social Science 4.0 3.8 

Humanities 3.5 3.9 

Education - 2.8 

Business 3 1 3.6 

Other 3.5 4.0 

Means 

5.4 5.5 5.5 5.9 

5.5 5.6 5.8 6.5 

5.5 5.7 6.0 6.0 

5.8 6.3 6.2 6.7 

5.8 5.9 6.0 5.0 

5.4 5.2 6.0 6.7 

5.7 5.9 5.4 6.0 

3.7 3.9 4.3 4.4 

3.7 4.0 4.4 4.5 

3.6 3.8 4.1 3.9 

3.8 3.9 4.2 4.0 

3.7 3.9 4.0 4.0 

3.9 3.8 3.9 4.7 

3.6 4.1 3.6 4.7 

3.8 3.9 4.1 4.3 

3.8 4.0 4.3 4.3 

3.9 3.9 4.2 4.2 

4.0 4.0 4.1 4.3 

3.8 3.9 3.9 4.7 

3.9 3.9 3.7 4.8 

3.8 4.1 3.9 4.5 

SUCGMS with vtious 
lc&& of writing 

Natural Science 3.6 3.8 3.7 3.9 3.9 4.2 

Engineering 3.6 3.8 3.7 3.9 4.1 4.7 

Social Science 4.0 3.6 3.8 3.9 4.1 4.2 

Humanities 3.2 3.6 4.0 3.9 4.0 4.1 

Education - 3.6 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.5 

Business 3.3 3.3 3.8 3.7 3.9 4.6 

Other 3.5 3.8 3.7 4.0 3.8 4.4 

Table continued on next page 
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TABLE 17 (continued) 

GRE Essay Score Level* 
15* 2.5 3.25 4.0 4.75 5.5 

Accomplishments in 
Means 

,, iyFitiIl$J 
Natural Science 2.6 2.1 1.3 1.8 2.3 2.4 

Engineering 0.3 2.8 2.0 2.1 2.9 2.0 
Social Science 2.0 1.6 1.3 1.5 2.1 2.7 

Humanities 2.0 2.2 2.0 2.4 2.5 1.4 
Education - 1.5 1.4 1.3 2.1 0.0 

Business 2.0 2.2 1.4 2.1 1.2 4.0 
Other 3.0 3.2 2.2 2.1 1.9 4.3 

Percent 5 or 6 
Sarnp~e X 

Natural Science 0 34 
Engineering 14 20 

Social Science 13 28 
Humanities 33 40 

Education - 0 
Business 0 15 

Other 25 14 
: SrkmpleY, .:’ ,’ 

Natural Science 0 18 
Engineering 0 5 

Social Science 14 0 
Humanities 50 20 

Education - 0 
Business 0 8 

Other 0 0 

GPA in writing courses. 
Natural Science 13 17 21 32 35 55 

Engineering 0 32 23 40 55 100 
Social Science 0 17 17 21 46 50 

Humanities 0 20 14 32 50 83 
Education - 14 31 29 50 100 

Business 0 0 24 32 20 100 
Other 0 7 24 28 28 67 

22 35 58 70 
29 24 33 100 
20 33 46 60 
32 36 46 71 

7 27 50 0 
23 21 20 100 
13 22 20 67 

10 22 31 33 
20 26 18 0 
30 24 42 20 
28 27 35 57 
21 20 12 0 

0 22 10 67 
21 22 19 67 

Percent A+ 

Table continued on next page 
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Table 17 (continued) 

GRE Essay Score Level* 
15* 2.5 3.25 4.0 4.75 5.5 

GFA overall 

WA ia major 

Natural Science 20 16 

Engineering 12 35 

Social Science 0 10 

Humanities 0 20 

Education - 12 

Business 0 8 

Other 0 6 

Natural Science 27 36 

Engineering 25 52 

Social Science 12 30 

Humanities 0 40 

Education - 14 

Business 25 14 

Other 0 0 

s&-comparison with 
p3XS 

Natural Science 13 

Engineering 29 

Social Science 67 

Humanities 33 

Education - 

Business 25 

Other 25 

Percent A+ 

18 19 19 45 

19 40 41 50 

12 19 19 30 

10 24 20 29 

21 13 25 0 

9 12 10 100 

16 14 17 33 

21 27 23 46 

22 43 36 50 

25 25 35 45 

26 48 40 71 

23 29 37 0 

9 24 30 67 

37 34 28 33 

Percent Above Average 

56 63 72 88 91 

65 68 83 91 100 

55 59 63 92 70 

60 68 79 76 86 

37 64 73 87 100 

57 64 72 80 100 

75 61 90 56 100 

*Score levels represent the midpoint of score ranges. 
NB. Figures are based on 247 natural science majors, 122 engineering majors, 174 
social science majors, 99 humanities majors, 46 education majors, 78 business majors, 
and 102 other majors. & by GRE essay score level (1.5 to 5.5, respectively) are as 
follows: 

Natural Sciences: 15, 36, 82, 74, 26, and 11 
Engineering: 6,2 1,35, 27, 22, and 2 
Social Sciences: 6, 20, 55, 52, 26, and 11 
Humanities: 3, 5, 28,24, 28, and 7 
Education: 0, 7, 13, 14, 8, and 1 
Business: 4, 14, 22,25, 10, and 3 
Other: 4, 16, 29, 27, 16, and 3 
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TABLE 18 

Comparison of Actual Standing on Three Nontest Indicators of Writing Skill 
with Standing Predicted from GRE Essay Scores (by Gender) 

Indicator Group 

Mean 

Actual 

Mean 

Predicted 

Mean 

Difference 

Writing Sample X Men 
Women 

3.91 3.85 -t-.06 
3.84 3.89 -.04 

Writing Sample Y Men 
Women 

3.66 3.57 +.09 
3.54 3.60 -.06 

GPA in Courses 
Requiring Writing Men 

Women 
5.67 5.69 - .02 
5.73 5.72 +.Ol 

N-. Based on 541 women and 360 men. 
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TABLE 19 

C o m p a r i s o n  of A c t u a l  Standing on Three N o n t e s t  I n d i c a t o r s  of W r i t i n g  S k i l l  
with Standing Predicted from G R E  Essay S c o r e s  ( b y  E t h n i c i t y )  

Indicator Group 

Mean 

A c t u a l  

Mean 

Predicted 

Mean 

D i f f e r e n c e  

W r i t i n g  S a m p l e  X  White 4.13 
Black 3.43 
Asian 3.52 

Hispanic 3.70 

W r i t i n g  S a m p l e  Y  White 3.78 
Black 3.24 
Asian 3.29 

Hispanic 3.58 

G P A  in C o u r s e s  
Requiring W r i t i n g  White 

Black 

Asian 
Hispanic 

5.81 5.83 -  . 0 3  
5.45 5.53 -.08 
5.66 5.50 +.16 
5.55 5.72 -.18 

4.00 +.14 
3.68 -  . 2 4  
3.66 -.I5 
3.87 -.17 

3 . 6 9  + . 0 9  

3.43 -.19 
3.42 -.14 
3.59 -.Ol 

N B .  Based on 4 9 0  W h i t e ,  1 7 0  Black, 1 4 3  Asian, a n d  59 Hispanic test takers 
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P e r c e n t a g e  
of Top 
S c o r e s  

(5s or 6s) 
on Writing 
S a m p l e  X 

1.5 2.5 3 . 2 5  4 4 . 7 5  5.5 

GRE E s s a y  S c o r e  L e v e l  

100 

9 0  

60 
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P e r c e n t a g e  

of Top 60 

S c o r e s  50 
(5s or 6s) 
on Writing 4o 

Sample Y 30 

20 
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0 
2.5 3 . 2 5  4 4 . 7 5  

GRE E s s a y  S c o r e  L e v e l  

FIGURE 10: P e r f o r m a n c e  on C o u r s e - R e l a t e d  W r i t i n g  Sample X  and Y  
by GRJZ W r i t i n g  Assessment L e v e l  (by G e n d e r )  
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FIGURE 11: Petiormance on Course-Related Writing Sample X and Y 
by GRE Writing Assessment Level (by Ethnicity) 
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FIGURE 12: Performance on Course-Related Writing Sample X and Y 
by GRE Writing Assessment Level (by Ethnicity) 
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FIGUW 13: Performance on Course-Related Writing Sample X and Y 
by GRE Writing Assessment Level (by Best Language) 
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FIGURE 14: Performance on Course-Related Writing Sample X and Y 
by GRE Writing Assessment Level (by Best Language) 
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FIGURE 15: Performance on Course-Related Writing Sample X and Y 
by GRE Writing Assessment Level (by Undergraduate Major) 
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FIGURE 16: Performance on Course-Related Writing Sample X and Y 
by GRE Writing Assessment Level (by Undergraduate Major) 
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Appendix A  

G R E  W r i t i n g  Study Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  



Your name: 

GRE WRITING STUDY QUESTIONNAIRE 

Before answering the questionnaire, please label your writing samples: 

(1) Choose fhe writing sample that you fhink is hefter, and label it “Sample X. ” 
(You may interpret “bettef according fo your own assessment or any 
eva/uation/feedback from other students or instructors.) 

(2) On the & sample, write “Sample Y. ” 

(3) Write your name and Social Security number on both Samples X and Y. 

I About your two course-related writing samples I 

1. For each sample, provide the name of each course and briefly describe the assignment (as well as the 
purpose and audience for each sample). 

Sample X: 

Sample Y: 

2. Were both samples assigned by the same instructor? No . . . . . . . . . 1 Yes . . . . . . . . . 2 

For each question below, circle the g&! number that most closely describes each samp/e. 
(You should end up with a fota/ of 2 numbers only, one for each sample.) 

3. Which of the following m describes the course-related writing samples you have provided? 

a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

Sample X Samnle Y 

Essay (the statement and development of a proposition or point of view) . . . . 1 1 

Research paper (based on reference materials) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 2 

Report of an experiment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 3 

Case study (analysis and presentation of a case situation) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 4 

Summary or literature review . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 5 

Review or analysis of a book, article, etc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 6 

Plan/proposal (describing a way to address an issue or solve a problem) . . . . 7 7 

Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 8 

Please describe: 





10. 

11. 

How much did the samples require you t o  construct a n  amument o r  
provide e v i d e n c e  t o  support your own views o r  p o s i t i o n  o n  a n  issue? Samole X 

a .  Little if any . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

b .  Some . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

c .  A m o d e r a t e  amount . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

d .  A s u b s t a n t i a l  amAunt . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 

How much did the samples require you t o  c r i t i a u e  o r  analyze someone else’s 
a r g u m e n t  o r  p o s i t i o n  and t o  e v a l u a t e  its strengths and w e a k n e s s e s ?  Sample X 

a .  Little if any . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

b .  Some . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

c .  A m o d e r a t e  amount . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

d .  A s u b s t a n t i a l  amount . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .._....._.............................. 4 

12. What grade did you receive o n  the s a m p l e s ?  

A +  - A(or A-) E B-l B(or 

Sample X . . . . . . . . . 6 5 4 3 

Sample Y . . . . . . . . . 6 5 4 3 

13. What grade d o  you think you should have r e c e i v e d  o n  them? 

A +  - A(or A-) E B-) B(or 

Sample X . . . . . . . . . 6 5 4 3 

Sample Y . . . . . . . . . 6 5 4 3 

14. How much did these samples determine your course grade? 

a .  Little i f  a t  all . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

c+ - 

2 

2 

c +  - 

2 

2 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

b .  Some . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

c .  A m o d e r a t e  amount . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

d .  A s u b s t a n t i a l  amount . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

15. How much other f e e d b a c k  (e.g., c o n f e r e n c e s  with the i n s t r u c t o r ,  reviews b y  
other students, c o m m e n t s  i n  margins o f  your papers) did you r e c e i v e ?  

a .  Little i f  any . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

b .  Some . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

c .  A m o d e r a t e  amount . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

d .  A s u b s t a n t i a l  amount . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

C(or less) U n q r a d e d  

1 0 

1 0 

C(or less) 

1 

1 

Sample X 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Sample Y 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Sample X 

1 

2 

3 

Sample Y 

1 

2 

3 

Sample Y 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Sample Y 

1 

2 

3 

4 

4 4 



16. In your opinion, how much did the instructor consider the content or substance 

17. 

18. 

19. 

a. Little if at all.. ......................................................................................... 

b. Some ..................................................................................................... 

c. A moderate amount.. ............................................................................. 

d. A substantial amount.. ........................................................................... 

In your opinion, how much did the instructor consider such characteristics of 
your writing as organization, sentence structure, word choice, and 
punctuation in evaluating your samples? 

a. Little if at all.. ......................................................................................... 

b. Some ..................................................................................................... 

c. A moderate amount.. ............................................................................. 

d. A substantial amount.. ........................................................................... 

Who chose the specific topic or subiect on which you wrote? 

a. I did.. ................................................................................................... 

b. The instructor did ................................................................................ 

c. Determined jointly by both the instructor and me ................................. 

How much help did you get in drafting, revising, and editing the writing 
samples? 

a. Drafting: 
Little or no help ................................................................................. 

Moderate or substantial help.. ........................................................... 

b. Editing/Revising: 
Little or no help ................................................................................. 

Moderate or substantial help.. ........................................................... 

Sample X 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Sample X 

1 

2 

3 

Sample Y 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Sample Y 

1 

2 

3 

Sample X 

1 

2 

Sample Y 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

20. For each of the activities listed, please indicate how successful you have been in your college courses. 

of your sample (i.e., your ideas and information) in determining the grade 
you received? Sample X 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Sample Y 

1 

2 

3 

4 

a. Thinking about an assignment (e.g., developing ideas, 
gathering information, deciding on a focus). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

b. 

C. 

Organizing (e.g., making outlines, deciding on the 
order of ideas). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Revising (e.g., improving sentence phrasing, 
rearranging ideas, correcting grammar and 
punctuation, developing or supporting ideas more 
fully) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Extremely Quite Somewhat Not very Not at all 

successful successful successful successful successful 

5 4 3 2 1 

5 4 3 2 1 

5  4 3 2 1 



21. For each o f  the kinds o f  writing listed, p l e a s e  indicate how successful you have been i n  your college courses. 

Personal writing ( e . g . ,  r e c o r d i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  
t h o u g h t s ,  o r  feelings i n  a journal o r  field 
n o t e b o o k )  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Creative writing ( e . g . ,  poems o r  short stories) . . . 

Extremely Quite Somewhat Not very Not at all I did not 
successful successful successful successful successful w 

a .  

b .  

C. 

5  

5  

4 

4 

3 

3 

2 

2 

0 

0  
i  

Persuasive writing ( e . g . ,  arguing a position o r  
writing a letter to the editor) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

A n a l y s i s / c r i t i c i s m  ( e . g . ,  r e v i e w i n g  a book, 
m o v i e ,  work o f  art, article, theory) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

5 4 3 2 0  

d .  
5  4 3 2 

e .  

f .  

g .  

h .  

Description/explanation ( e . g . ,  describing a n  
experiment o r  a phenomenon) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

E x a m i n a t i o n s  ( e . g . ,  long essay answers) . . . . . . . . . . 

Research papers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Applications, resumes, etc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2 

2 

2 

2 

22, How d o  you think your writing compares g e n e r a l l y  with that o f  other students i n  vour maior f i e l d ?  

Well below a v e r a g e . .  ............................................ 1 
Somewhat below a v e r a g e . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 2  

About a v e r a g e . .  .......................................................... . 3  
Somewhat above average .............................................. 4 

Well above average .......................................................... 5 

1 About your writing activities and. accomplishments I  

23. P l e a s e  indicate whether o r  not you have engaged i n  the f o l l o w i n g  activities. (CMe one n u m b e r  for e a c h  

activity.) 
& J  I!& 

a .  Wrote a ‘letter t o  the editor” that was published. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 2 

b .  Wrote a feature article, column, o r  e d i t o r i a l  that was p u b l i s h e d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 2 

c .  Wrote poetry, fiction, o r  e s s a y s  that were published. .............................................. 1 2 

d .  Was o n  the e d i t o r i a l  staff o f  a publication o r  a radio o r  television station. ............... 1 2 

e .  Wrote a s p e e c h  that was given a t  a large p u b l i c  gathering.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 2 

f .  Wrote advertising o r  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  material for a company/organization.. . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 2 

g .  Wrote t e c h n i c a l  manuals o r  other instructional m a t e r i a l .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1  2 

h .  Was invited t o  participate i n  a national o r  regional writer’s w o r k s h o p .  ..................... 1 2 

i .  Authored o r  co-authored a paper for a p r o f e s s i o n a l  m e e t i n g . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 2 

j .  Authored o r  co-authored a n  article p u b l i s h e d  i n  a s c h o l a r l y  journal. ........................ 1 2 



I Future intm-est I  

24. Would you b e  interested i n  participating (for pay), perhaps 6 m o n t h s  t o  a year from now, i n  f o l l o w - u p  
research o n  the GRE writing test? 

No . . . . . . . . . 1 Yes . . . . . . . . . 2 

I f  yes, p l e a s e  give u s  your current address and t e l e p h o n e  number. 

Address 

Home phone n u m b e r  (  )  

P l e a s e  give u s  the address and phone n u m b e r  o f  a parent, r e l a t i v e ,  etc. who would best know how t o  
contact you i n  the future? 

Name 

Address 

Phone n u m b e r  ( )  

25. May w e  use, a s  examples i n  our research reports, the samples o f  writing you p r o v i d e d ?  Your identification 
will b e  kept confidential. 

No . . . . . . . . . I Yes . . . . . . . . . 2 

26. Your S o c i a l  Security number: (for payment p u r p o s e s )  - - 

Copyright 0 lgg7 by Educational Testing Service. All rights reserved, 
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